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Anti-VEGF Treatment for  
Wet AMD
If you have a certain form of  
age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD), your ophthalmologist may treat 
it with a medicine called anti-VEGF.

What is AMD?
AMD is a problem with your retina. It 
happens when a part of the retina called 
the macula is damaged. With AMD you 
lose your central vision. You cannot see 
ÙOF�EFUBJMT
�XIFUIFS�ZPV�BSF�MPPLJOH�BU�
something close or far. But your 
peripheral (side) vision will still be 
normal. For instance, imagine you are 
MPPLJOH�BU�B�DMPDL�XJUI�IBOET��8JUI�
".%
�ZPV�NJHIU�TFF�UIF�DMPDL¾T�
numbers but not the hands.

AMD is very common. It is a leading 
cause of vision loss in people 50 years 
or older.

With AMD, dark areas may appear in 
your central vision.

 Eye Words to Know
Retina: Layer of nerve cells lining the 
CBDL�XBMM�JOTJEF�UIF�FZF��5IJT�MBZFS�
senses light and sends signals to the 
brain so you can see.
Macula: Small but important area in 
the center of the retina. You need 
the macula to clearly see details of 
objects in front of you.
Drusen:�5JOZ�XIJUF�PS�ZFMMPX�
particles that form under the retina. 
5IFZ�TFMEPN�DBVTF�WJTJPO�MPTT��#VU�
many (or very large) drusen can be  
a sign of AMD.
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5IFSF�BSF�UXP�UZQFT�PG�".%�

Dry AMD:�5IJT�GPSN�JT�RVJUF�DPNNPO��
About 90% (9 out of 10) people who 
have AMD have the dry form. Dry AMD 
is when parts of the macula get thinner 
with age and drusen grow. You slowly 
MPTF�DFOUSBM�WJTJPO��5IFSF�JT�OP�XBZ�UP�
treat dry AMD yet.

Wet AMD:�5IJT�GPSN�JT�MFTT�DPNNPO�
but much more serious. Wet AMD is 
when new, abnormal blood vessels grow 
VOEFS�UIF�SFUJOB��5IFTF�WFTTFMT�NBZ�
MFBL�CMPPE�PS�PUIFS�ÚVJET
�DBVTJOH�
scarring of the macula. You lose vision 
faster with wet AMD than with dry 
AMD.

Retina Macula
Anti-VEGF treatment for  
Wet AMD
Your ophthalmologist may treat your 
wet AMD with a drug inside the eye 
DBMMFE�BOUJ�7&('��5IJT�NFEJDJOF�TMPXT�PS�
stops damage from abnormal blood 
vessels. Anti-VEGF treatment can slow 
down vision loss. Sometimes it can even 
improve vision.

Anti-VEGF treatment improves vision in 
about half of (1 out of 2) people who 
UBLF�JU�

Here is how anti-VEGF treatment is 
HJWFO�

 • 5IF�FZF�JT�OVNCFE�UP�SFEVDF�QBJO�� 
A small device may be placed on 
ZPVS�FZF�UP�LFFQ�ZPVS�FZFMJET�PVU� 
of the way.

 • Using a very thin needle, your 
ophthalmologist injects the drug in 
UIF�CBDL�PG�ZPVS�FZF��5IF�JOKFDUJPO�
POMZ�UBLFT�B�GFX�TFDPOET�

Your ophthalmologist will decide how 
many treatments you need. You may 
need other types of treatment along 
with anti-VEGF treatment.
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5IF�CFOFÙU�PG�BOUJ�7&('�USFBUNFOU�JT�
that it slows vision loss—and possibly 
JNQSPWFT�WJTJPO��#VU�KVTU�MJLF�BOZ�PUIFS�
ESVH�PS�TVSHFSZ
�UIFSF�BSF�SJTLT�XJUI�
BOUJ�7&('�USFBUNFOU��5IFTF�SJTLT�
include possible infection or damage to 
parts of the eye. Your ophthalmologist 
DBO�IFMQ�ZPV�VOEFSTUBOE�UIF�SJTLT�BOE�
CFOFÙUT�PG�BOUJ�7&('�USFBUNFOU�

Summary
Anti-VEGF is a treatment for people 
XJUI�XFU�".%��5IJT�NFEJDJOF�JT�JOKFDUFE�
into the eye to slow vision loss and 
possibly improve vision.
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For more about AMD treatment, 
scan this code with your smartphone 
or visit http://sn.im/_antivegf.


